
ONE SPACE, FIVE EMERGING DESIGNERS, LONDON FASHION WEEK SS17 
PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY BODEN

LONDON, SEPTEMBER, 16-20: Following its launch in January the five young designers selected 
for the Boden Future British award have joined forces for the first time to present together at the 
BFC Showrooms in Brewer Street.

WHAT IS FUTURE BRITISH? Future British is an exciting collaboration between Boden and the British 
Fashion Council which exists to support and nurture emerging British talent across men’s, women’s 
and accessories design. Future British provides solid building blocks for British brands of the future.

WHEN DID FUTURE BRITISH LAUNCH? January 1, 2016

HOW DOES IT WORK? Future British is a rolling scheme that supports designers for 12 months. 
Three designers join January to December. Two designers add to the mix mid year, receiving 
sponsorship from June to May.

WHAT DOES EACH WINNING DESIGNER GAIN AS PART OF THE SUPPORT? Each designer 
receives two bursaries, one in January and one in June.

ASIDE FROM MONEY WHAT KIND OF HELP DOES FUTURE BRITISH SUPPORTED BY 
BODEN OFFER? Mentoring across digital, design, business and entrepreneurship, social media, 
marketing and PR from the Boden leadership team including Chairman Johnnie Boden, CEO Julian 
Granville, Product Director Matthew Hilgeman and Global Brand Director Penny Herriman. 
The help required varies from designer to designer. So far it has included advice on production, 
free studio space to create a lookbook or film, mentorship on contracts, websites, social media 
and digital marketing.

WHAT DOES THE BFC BRING TO FUTURE BRITISH? The BFC provides additional support through 
the BFC Fashion Business Network, including advice and support with legal, accounting, banking, 
production, content and communications. “We are thrilled to partner with Future British supported 
by Boden,” says British Fashion Council CEO Caroline Rush. “Their practical approach is fundamental 
in supporting new brands to develop and grow as part of a global industry, confirming London’s place 
as a creative hub of excellence.”

WHAT IS THE AIM? To iron out any kinks in the strategy of the new business and help in the first two 
years, what Johnnie Boden describes as “the most fraught, question filled period of any young design 
entrepreneur’s career.” Boden also supports the designers with promotional events, including but not 
limited to launch party, press dinners and a presence at London Fashion Week. Future British flexes 
to fit the needs of the designers at the time they most need it.

WHO ARE THE CURRENT FUTURE BRITISH DESIGNERS? Alice Ashby of Blake LDN, Arthur Yates 
of Bruta, Camilla Elphick, Caitlin Charles-Jones and Samantha McCoach of Le Kilt.

WHAT’S NEXT? By the end of their year in the Future British programme the inaugural Future British 
designers will be ready to move on with strengthened foundations for their businesses and new 
industry contacts. Through out 2017 we will welcome another five designers into Future British, while 
keeping our departing designers in the family. Applications for 2017 will open on October 1st 2016.

FIND OUT MORE: boden.co.uk/future-british
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MEET THE DESIGNERS

LE KILT
Samantha McCoach founded Le Kilt in 2014. It’s named after a punk 
nightclub on Greek Street, and inspired by her grandmother, a master 
kilt maker in Scotland. These opposing influences give a clue to the 
side-ways glance McCoach brings to fashion. Her thing is kilts with a twist, 
but traditionally made bomber jackets, duffle coats, tailoring and jumpers 
also get skewed by McCoach into modern cult classics with a defiantly 
21st century spin. And yes, of course all the kilts are all expertly made at 
her grandmother’s place. 
www.lekilt.co.uk

CAMILLA ELPHICK
Camilla Elphick’s feminine yet playful shoes have garnered critical acclaim 
in just two seasons. The 26-year-old trained at New York’s Parsons 
School of Design and Cordwainers before going on to work with Nicholas 
Kirkwood, Sophia Webster and Charlotte Olympia. Fans include Alexa 
Chung and Man Repeller blogger Leandra Medine. 
www.camillaelphick.com

CAITLIN CHARLES-JONES
Caitlin Charles-Jones, 26, has always put fashion design and wearability 
before her knitwear skills. “I’ll design something I love, then I’ll knit it,” 
she says. Her approach won her the Visionary Knitwear Award at Graduate 
Fashion Week 2012 and the Swarovski Crystal Award when she graduated 
with her MA from the Royal College of Art in 2014. 
www.caitlincharles-jones.com

BRUTA
Bruta is a London-based label founded by Arthur Yates in 2015. 
With no formal fashion training but an artist’s background, Yates builds 
his collections for both men and women around art, culture and traditional 
crafts. This simple philosophy sees hand-drawn designs and embroideries 
on loose fitting, casual shirting for both sexes.
Yates also creates ceramic pots to complement his collections. 
www.bruta.eu

BLAKE LDN
Trained at London’s Central St Martins, Alice Ashby has previously worked 
as assistant knitwear designer at Rag & Bone in New York. BlakeLDN 
combines directional and modern design with a clean, understated 
aesthetic and is focused on superior quality immersing itself into the 
importance of craftsmanship.
Blake LDN launched in September 2012. 
www.blake-ldn.com


